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Maryland Advisory Council Members Present:  M. Sue Diehl, Chair; Mike Finkle,  

Livia Pazourek, Robert M. Pender, Vice-Chair; Charles Reifsnider, Anita Solomon  

 

Maryland Advisory Council Members Absent:   Richard Blair, Jaimi L. Brown,  

Michele Forzley, Joshana Goga, Edwin C. Oliver, Anthony Swetz, Jr., Garth Thompson,  

Robert Turner, Sherrie Wilcox  

 

Individuals highlighted as such are resigned members who have not yet been replaced. 

 

PL 102-321 Council Members Present:  Lynn Albizo, Carol Allenza,  

Sarah Burns, Coordinator; Peter Cohen, Vira Froehlinger, A. Scott Gibson, Gerri Gray,  

Julie Jerscheid, Sharon Lipford, Coordinator; George Lipman, Phoenix Liss, Cynthia Petion, 

Linda Raines, James Reinsel, Sarah Rhine, Kathleen Ward 

 

PL 102-321 Council Members Absent: Terry Bohrer, Tracee Bryant, Herb Cromwell, 

Catherine Drake, Diane Herr, Cindy Kauffman, Michael Lang, Cindy Rafferty, Michele Rigsby, 

Sheryl Sparer, Jane Walker, Della Williams 

 

MHA Staff Present:  Brian Hepburn, Dennis McDowell, Robin Poponne, Thomas Merrick,  

John Hammond 

 

Guests and Others: Jackie Pettis, ValueOptions; Angela McCauley, University of Baltimore-

Intern, Mental Hygiene Administration 
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INTRODUCTIONS/ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 

The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, Sue Diehl.  Attendees introduced themselves 

and the minutes of the October 19, 2010 meeting were approved.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Carol Allenza announced that the 11
th

 Annual Celebration Luncheon of the Maryland 

Coalition of Families for Children’s Mental Health will take place on Friday December 

3, 2010.  Linda Raines, Executive Director of the Mental Health Association of 

Maryland; Al Zachik, Director of MHA’s Office of Child and Adolescent Services; and 

Theodore Sophocleus, Maryland House of Delegates will each be honored with special 

awards.  Additionally, Laura Bastille will receive a Youth Award.  There will also be the 

continued tradition of having a children’s book read during the ceremony.  For more 

information, contact Carol S. Allenza at 410-730-8267 or go online at 

www.mdcoalition.org . 

 Ms. Allenza also announced that the Coalition offered a session on November 10th, for 

families with Department of Juvenile Services involvement, to assist them in becoming 

more knowledgeable about the mental health system.  Additionally, a two-session course 

for caregivers of transition age youth with mental health needs was held on November 

15
th

 and 22
nd

.   

 Sue Diehl announced that four of the Advisory Council members – Mike Finkle, 

Joshana Goga, Bob Pender, and Anita Solomon – had been officially reappointed to the 

Maryland Advisory Council on Mental Hygiene by the Governor.  They will each serve 

an additional three-year term as of July 1, 2010.  Congratulations and thank you for your 

commitment.   

 Cynthia Petion announced that the Planning Committee would convene today, after the 

Council meeting, at 10:45 to review the FY 2010 State Implementation Report and other 

materials for the Mental Health Block Implementation Report, which is due on 

December 1, 2010.  The Joint Council’s role is to review the Implementation Report and 

submit a formal letter of review and comment to the Center for Mental Health Services. 

 

 

THE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
Brian Hepburn, M.D., Executive Director of MHA, delivered the following report:  

 

 Dr. Hepburn quoted some preliminary statistics from the PMHS quarterly run that 

showed the continued trend in growth of the number of consumers served by the PMHS 

which has reached more than 120,000 in FY 2010.  There was a 6% growth in the 

number served between fiscal years 2007 and 2008, a 10% growth from 2008 to 2009, 

and a 12% growth between 2009 and 2010.  Over the last few years, there has been a 

decrease in the number of individuals uninsured and, since FY 2006, there has been 

minimal change in the average cost per consumer.   

http://www.mdcoalition.org/
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 Baltimore Behavioral Health, Inc. (BBH) – Dr. Hepburn discussed issues identified in 

The Baltimore Sun Paper regarding BBH.  Although it is alleged that there is a lack of 

oversight on the part of MHA, there have been audits over the years since 2001 which 

uncovered nothing unusual.  Other types of special investigations of BBH through 

MHA’s Office of Compliance were not immediately indicated since the audits showed no 

evidence of fraud at those intervals.  The article did not fully consider the nature of co-

occurring treatment, and the value of the national “no wrong door” model for access to 

treatment.  However, as a result of this case, future providers of co-occurring services 

will have increased scrutiny.  It is hoped that enhanced data collection (real-time) and 

equity of rates between mental health and co-occurring services will help to improve the 

integration of these two systems of services without the abuse of one system.  BBH 

serves a population that tends to have difficulty finding services and supports elsewhere; 

and usually accepts people from emergency rooms who have no other place to turn.  It 

often serves individuals who are homeless, uninsured, and who have usually exhausted 

most, if not all, of their social resources.   

 

PRESENTATION: OVERVIEW: HEALTH CARE REFORM/PATIENT 

PROTECTION AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (ACA) – Brian Hepburn, M.D., Executive 

Director of the Mental Hygiene Administration 

 

Dr. Hepburn presented a brief analysis of the ACA passed by Congress in 2010.  Provisions 

of this law are to be phased in from May 2010 to the end of the decade.  Many major changes 

will take effect in 2014: 

 Some of the benefits of the new system of health care will be that children can’t be 

denied coverage for having a pre-existing condition.  Insurance can’t be automatically 

rescinded after a major illness.  The bill calls for establishment of Health Homes to assist 

with system navigation.  There is an emphasis on behavioral health, evidence-based 

practices, and advancement of technology resources.   

 It is expected that 400,000 will enter the MA system, 40,000 of that number possibly for 

mental health services.  Maryland PMHS has been aligned with MA since 1997.  

Federally Qualified Health Clinics may have a greater role.   

 Governor O’Malley created the Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council 

(HCRCC) through an Executive Order to help oversee and plan the state’s response to 

ACA.  The HCRCC is co-chaired by Lieutenant Governor Anthony Brown and DHMH 

Secretary John Colmers.  HCRCC has established workgroups, which are open to the 

public, on six identified areas of focus – 1) Health Insurance Exchange and Insurance 

Markets; 2) Entry to Coverage; 3) Outreach and Education; 4) Public Health, Safety Net, 

and Special Populations; 5) Health Care Workforce; and 6) Health Care Delivery System.   

 

Please see attachment #1 for more information. 
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COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

Cynthia Petion reported on SAMHSA’s request for each state to address Health Care Reform as 

a part of an addendum to its FY 2011 Mental Health Block Grant application.  MHA and ADAA 

will be submitting separate addendums but joint responses in areas as applicable.   

 

The Peer Review of Maryland’s FY 2011 MHBG application, which was submitted September 

1, 2010, took place on October 20 in Miami, Florida.  Sharon Lipford joined the MHA Planning 

staff to represent the Council.  Ms. Lipford was impressed by the Block Grant review process 

and by how well respected Maryland was among its peers from other states. 

 

 

Ms. Petion suggested that Council members consider whether or not a retreat should be planned 

for early 2011.  The Council usually holds a retreat every two-three years, the last one held in 

January 2008.  Since January through March is usually filled with activities around the Maryland 

Legislative session, it was recommended that the Council hold a retreat in the spring. 

 

Council membership was briefly discussed with the consideration of establishing mentorship 

activities for new members. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

There was no Executive Meeting today.  Instead, the Council meeting adjourned early to 

prepare for the review of the FY 2010 Mental Health Block Grant Implementation Report 

by MHA staff and members of the Planning Committee.  A motion was made to grant the 

Planning Committee the power to review and execute the letter of review.  A copy of this 

letter of review will be included in the November Council minutes. 
 

 

ENCLOSURES: 

Approved Minutes of November 16, 2010 

 Attachment #1 – Health Care Reform PowerPoint Presentation 

 Attachment #2 – The FY 2010 Mental Health Block Grant Implementation Report 

Letter from the Joint Council 

 

 

 

 


